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and it was therefore capable of developing into one of the key points
in the Upper Amazon Basin. In the third decade of the twentieth
century the eastern slopes of the Andes and the region watered by
the upper reaches of the Amazon and its tributaries were still to
a large extent unexploited,1 but Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru were
beginning to realize the possibilities of this territory, wilich was rich
in minerals, timber, and rubber, and which was also suitable for the
cultivation of cotton and tobacco. Since the Upper Amazon Basin
was cut off from the Pacific by the Andes, the possession of river ports
which could be reached by ocean-going steamers from the Atlantic
was a matter of great importance if the resources of the region were
to be developed. The frontier between Colombia and Peru in the
Upper Amazon Basin was in dispute up to the year 1922, but on the
24th March of that year a treaty was signed providing that the frontier
should follow the Putumayo River except for a portion of territory
at either end of the boundary line. At the western end Colombia
recognized Peru's title to a small district on the north bank of the
Putumayo known as the zone of San Miguel or Sucumbios, while at
the eastern end Peru agreed to hand over to Colombia the 'Leticia
Trapezium'—a narrow strip of territory running southward from the
Putumayo to the Amazon, the eastern boundary of which was formed
by the Brazilian frontier.2 This treaty, which was known as the
Salomon-Lozano Treaty, was ratified by Colombia in October 192g
and by Peru in December 1927. Ratifications were exchanged on the
29th May, 1928, and the treaty was registered with the League of
Nations two months later. On the 14th March, 1930, a protocol was
signed recording the fact that the actual demarcation of the boundary
had been completed by a Mixed Commission.
Peruvian settlers in the corridor3 which was thus ceded to Colombia
1	In the early years of the twentieth century the exploitation of the Putu-
mayo River district by Peruvian rubber producers had created an international
scandal. Allegations regarding the ill-treatment of natives were investigated
by a Commission of Inquiry sent out from England, tinder the chairmanship
of Sir Roger Casement, and the Commission's findings gave rise to great indig-
nation, especially in the United States.
2	Colombia laid claim to a portion of the territory to the east of Leticia
which was under Brazilian control, and Brazil protested against the terms of
the Colombian-Peruvian treaty.  In March 1925, however, an arrangement was
reached under the auspices of the Secretary of State of the United States by
which Colombia waived her claim to Brazilian territory, and the two countries
granted each other reciprocally the right of free navigation in perpetuity on
the Amazon and its tributaries under their respective jurisdictions. (See the
Survey for 1925, vol. ii, pp. 433-4.) A treaty incorporating these provisions was
signed by Colombia and Brazil on the 15th November, 1928.
8 The Colombian Government declared that the Peruvian population of the
whole Leticia Trapezium numbered less than 500.

